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Four steps to successful Mycotaxon publication in 2014
Prospective Mycotaxon authors should download instructions PDF, review and 
submission forms, and other helpful templates by clicking the ‘file download page’ link 
on our Instructions to Authors page before preparing their manuscript. Below is a 
summary of our ‘4-step’ publication process.

1—Peer review: Email formatted text and illustration files with a 2014 Mycotaxon 
Reviewer Comments Form to 2–3 experts for peer review. Authors should (i) ask 
peer reviewers to return revisions and comment forms to both authors and Editor-
in-Chief <editor@mycotaxon.com> and (ii) follow reviewer suggestions before 
sending revised files to the Nomenclature Editor for nomenclatural review. 
2—Nomenclatural review: Email text files (with tables & captions but no 
artwork) to the Nomenclature Editor <PennycookS@LandcareResearch.co.nz> 
for accession and pre-submission review. The Email message MUST include 
‘Mycotaxon’ on the subject line and all peer reviewer names+Email addresses in 
the message. The Nomenclature Editor will assign accession numbers and return 
annotated files with a list of needed corrections to the authors and Editor-in-Chief.
3—Final submission: After consulting experts and revising manuscripts as 
needed, send the (i) completed 2014 Mycotaxon submission form; (ii) separate 
text files for main text, tables, and legends; and (iii) art files to the Editor-in-Chief 
<editor@mycotaxon.com>. Only text and image files prepared for immediate 
publication should be sent at this time. The Editor-in-Chief usually acknowledges 
manuscripts and thanks expert reviewers within two weeks, but please wait at 
least 14 days before sending a follow-up query (without attachments); this helps 
us keep Email traffic to a minimum during Mycotaxon publication deadlines or 
temporary closures of the editorial office.
4—Final editorial review & press preparation: Files not ready for publication 
will be rejected or returned to authors for further revision; the Editor-in-Chief gives 
tentatvely approved manuscripts a final grammatical and scientific review before 
converting all files into publishable format. The PDF proof, bibliographic citation, 
and nomenclatural entries are sent to all coauthors for final inspection prior to 
publication. After PDF conversion, the Editor-in-Chief corrects only processing 
or editorial errors prior to publication but will list corrections of author errors in 
the Errata of a subsequent volume for no charge. Authors are expected to arrange 
payment of page charges and optional open access fees with the Business Manager 
<subscriptions@mycotaxon.com> at this time. 

Mycotaxon ltd— www.mycotaxon.com
The Mycotaxon Webmaster <mycotaxon@gmail.com> posts general and 

subscription information, important announcements, and author forms and templates 
on the official Mycotaxon site. The server also hosts the regional mycobiota webpage 
for free download of distributional annotated species lists. 

Mycotaxon online— www.ingentaconnect.com/content/mtax/mt
Mycotaxon publishes four volumes a year. Both open access and subscription 

articles are offered.
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From the Editor-in-Chief

Mycotaxon 126, which owes its slimness to a temporary presubmission review 
bottleneck, presents 27 excellent papers by 87 authors from 21 countries and revised 
by 50 expert reviewers. Within its pages are two new genera (Ambomucor and 
Embryonispora from China) plus 22 other taxa new to science representing Ambomucor, 
Bahusutrabeeja, Craterium, Embryonispora, Hypoxylon, Linodochium, Lophodermium, 
Passolora, Phyllobaeis, Spadicoides, Terriera, and Tuber from China; Annulohypoxylon 
and Nectria from Russia; Flavophlebia and Peniophora from India; Nipponoparmelia 
from Russia and South Korea, and from the United States a new Phytophthora from 
irrigation water in Virginia and a new underwater (!) Peziza from Oregon.

In addition to range extensions and new hosts for previously named taxa, we also 
offer one new Entocybe combination from Australia, 46 new (and eagerly awaited) 
combinations in Trichoderma, a reevaluation of Neopaxillus, and two excellent 
taxonomic revisions —one on Zdenĕk Schaefer’s Lactarius taxa in Prague, the other 
a comprehensive treatment of Pluteus collections previously studied by Hennings and 
Rick in Brazil. We close with some excellent book reviews!

Mycotaxon policy on authorship order —During 2013, your editors encountered 
several perplexing authorship changes during our review process. Puzzled by an 
apparent upsurge in authorship-shifting, we eventually learned that some labs conduct 
questionable ‘bidding wars’ where authors pay for first authorship, a scourge particularly 
common in manuscripts submitted to international journals.  While we do not like to 
think ill of our contributors, there seems little other logical explanation for changing first 
authorship status on a paper reviewed with one set of authors, accessioned with another, 
and then with a first author demoted or disappearing by request of the submitting author 
just prior to publication.  This makes little scientific sense: almost always the first author 
‘drives’ a manuscript from inception through publication, with the ‘submitting’ author 
serving a secondary but necessary role when there are language or technical difficulties. 

Mycotaxon no longer permits a change of first authorship status after an accession 
number has been assigned; we expect first authors to remain in that position after 
submission to the Nomenclature Editor. A coauthor may be added or the co-author 
order may change only when we and the expert reviewers approve the change. 

Plus ça change, plus c’est même chose — Tired of scrolling up to the next column 
in the middle of a multi-column page? Frustrated with squinting at too small print when 
capturing an entire page on screen?  With the move to online publishing, it turns out 
that Mycotaxon’s antediluvian page is exactly the right size for on-screen reading.  
Some authors have suggested (more or less tactfully) that we should expand to get more 
text on a page. However, our old-fashioned 11-cm wide, 1-column page turns out to 
be exactly appropriate for the Modern iPad-Kindle Era, where even the most complex 
phylotree can be zoomed into legibility when necessary. All hail to the Mycotaxon 
page size!

Warm regards,
Lorelei L. Norvell (Editor-in-Chief) 

9 March 2014




